Rt Hon Jacqui Smith MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department
Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London SW1P 4DF
Fax: 


Re: Alpha Mbodi - Home Office Ref: M1265007
Dear Minister
I am writing to request that you intervene in the case of Alpha Mbodi and his two sons, who have been seeking asylum in the UK since their arrival in 2005. Their claim refused, the family are now facing deportation. I urge you to do all in your power to protect them from war in DR Congo by granting them leave to remain. 

Mr Mbodi fled the North Kivu region of the DR Congo in 2005, fearing that the war in the region would claim the lives of his family. During a civil war raging in Eastern Congo, Mr Mbodi was targeted by government soldiers who accused him of collaborating with the rebels. Following a violent attack by these soldiers, Mr Mbodi felt he had no choice but to flee immediately for the safety of his family.  With his two sons he managed to escape to the UK, where they thought they would be safe.  Tragically, in the confusion and chaos, they became separated from his wife and daughter who were left behind.

Not surprisingly the two children are severely traumatised by their experience of living in a warzone and seeing other children taken forcibly to become child soldiers. Moreover they do not know what had become of their mother and younger sister. The combination of horrific memories of their past life in North Kivu and their terrifying journey to escape has left them extremely distressed, trauma which led them to seek therapy when they found refuge in their Sheffield home.

The family are now well settled and extremely popular members of the Sheffield community, where they are active members of the Sheffield Community Church, of which Mr Mbodi is a leading member with important responsibilities. His two young sons are intelligent, hard working and well-liked students who have made significant progress during their four years in Sheffield despite their traumatic childhoods, continuing to receive glowing reports from their teachers. His eldest son, Aimé, is preparing for his coming GCSE examinations, after which he plans to study engineering at the local further education college, while his younger son has settled well in secondary school and will be considering his GCSE options in the coming months. Moving schools and preparing for examinations is difficult for any child – added to this their painful memories and uncertain future, and the well-being of these two bright and friendly boys is being seriously and actively undermined.

As you are aware, Mr Mbodi was discovered working last year in a low paid cleaning job without a work permit. While he realises that he should not have been working, he felt that his primary obligation was to his family who were in dire need of financial support. He has paid heavily for this transgression by being separated from his sons while he was in prison before and after his trial, during which his sons were cared for by church friends. Please do not subject this family to double punishment by forcibly deporting them to one of the most dangerous countries on earth.

DR Congo is listed sixth in the Fund for Peace ‘Failed States Index’, 2008. The country has a government but very little governance. It suffers from endemic corruption and profiteering by ruling elites. The government is unable or unwilling to protect the population from others or itself and there is massive internal conflict, forced internal/external displacement and institutionalised political exclusion of significant numbers of the population. The welfare infrastructure (hospitals, clinics, doctors, nurses) is not adequate to meet health needs and there is progressive economic decline of the country as a whole as measured by per capita income, debt, severe child mortality rates, poverty levels, business failures, and other economic measures.

These two popular and hard working boys and their well-respected father cannot possibly be safely returned to the DR Congo. I urge you to do all in your power to protect the family and end their continuing suffering by granting them leave to remain in their Sheffield community. 

Knowing that you take humanitarian causes to heart, I believe that the dire situation in which this family finds itself will lead you to respond positively by lifting the threat of deportation and allowing this family to stay. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely

Name

Note:

Remember in include your name, address, post code and date
